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The  Coming  Back  of  the  Bison 

ll.v     ('.    (1  ()  |(  r>  O  X     II  K  W  I  -p  y 


THE  ili.-:i|',.HMri,..  ,,r  ih,.  AriiiTi- 
curi  hi-uii  l,>  ||„.  ,,.r^...  „f  ,,,tiT- 
iiiiiia(i..n  .■.ii.iiiulfs  .1,1.'  I,!  the 

triviir.'-t  iinil  „io,i  .trikin«r .rnipl,,., 

I""iirvnl,l  lif,.|li„(  |i,ivpo,ciirr,.,l  iriilie 
'■M'''ri''iii-.'  cpf  ni.~i,.rii  riiiin.  Tli..  ninnii.T 
in  »hi.l,  tl„.  „„;,|  |,„>  „f  ,!„,  ,„„^,„|„. 
'•'■nt  urimml  ,i»  a  r„,.„,|,,.r  ,.(  „„r  fuun,, 
liiis  iK'i-n  pn'n.rili'.l  ,|„.iiiil  Mil  all  »li„ 

""'   I'niirainri.ij;  I ,i„.,-v ,r  wi|,l 

lifi'  on  tliia  nnil  hiIut  r  ..iiiiii,.|ii.  uitli 
ronfidcncc  and  lic>|».. 

ThiTi'  lias  al»a\»  r lin.'.l    in   rnv 

niin<l  till.  iiii|iri.«si,„i  uiiii-i,  j  riT,-iv,.;i 
"h™.  as  a  stuiii'iit  of  ziKilii^'v.  tin'  tra^'- 
I'li.v  of  tho  Ameriran  hison  was  liriiii-ht 
lioim.  to  mo  iiv  a  lilt!,,  coloml  ,|iarl  in 
IIm  JlanchpstiT  fnivorsily  Musiimi 
slioMiiift  the  past  ami  prtwnt  ilisiril.ii- 
tiiili  of  tills  animal  ami  its  );rn'iiial  <li- 
I'liasf  in  niiniUTs.  I'rank  Kvi'rs 
nwlilaril's  (.sivllent  voiunic  on  '-.MHin- 
malia"  in  T/ie  Cimhriilgr  Satiiml 
Iliakirii  hu.l  rm-i-ntly  Ixrli  pulilislii.il, 
ami  tho  sail  history  was  suniiiiarizi.il 
m  thosi-  worils:  "Tli,.  Hison  of  Aiiiit- 
ica.  fiirin(.rly  prosi.nt  in  smli  nuinliirs 
that  th.  prairies  were  l.laek  with  eoiint- 
less  herils,  has  now  diminisheil  to  aliout 
a  thousand  head."  Little  did  I  think 
at  that  time  that  I  slmuld  later  heconie 
directly  interested  in  the  hrinnin;;  haik 
of  the  bison. 

The  e.vtent  of  the  desiruetion  of  the 
I'lsiin  appalls  us  hy  its  iniuiensitv  when 
we  eonsider  the  elmraetiT  of  tl..;  inimal. 
It  would  seem  im.omeivahle  that  this 
the  largest  of  the  wild  fauna  of  our 
continent,  should  have  been  redueed 
within  the  limits  .if  the  last  centurv 
from  countless  millions  to  the  point  of 
extermination.  Formerly  ranging  over 
about  one  third  of  the  entire  continent 
it  has  been  practically  wi|ied  out  of  ex- 
istence except  for  a  small  band  of  so- 


I  he  found 
'f  Canada. 


ialli.,1  ..^..,1  hi,,,,,-  ,„ 
ill  the  Alhab.iska  regi 
'I'hat   .Is   drsappearame   „„.,   „ „. 

'"'■''■    ' Il    "f   llle   .ievel„p„,enl      4   the 

eountrv  ■lf-sm,i,liniinislitlii.eliaraeler 

"'''';■'"-"■'''■     ■'■'"■ iMsll,..gri.a.- 

esl  oi  ,:i|  i.iir  .vnieriiau  animals  and  un- 

''""'■ I.>  ll'"  most  noble  of  its  familv 

in  liny  part  of  the  world.     .\„w  it  has 

praiHially  disappeared  fniiu  the  fa, f 

"I iilinenl  ami  only  |,v  i|„,  fi,r,.sight 

"I  liii.  Caiiielian  and  Inited  .States 
g"vernm..iiN  lias  it  l„.|.,i  prevented  from 
["■"iniiig      completely      evterminaled. 

I  he   history  of   its  di.sap iranec  and 

the  most  complete  account  we  have  of 

''"»  ""''''■  iiil».r  of  our  native  fauna 

,,,""' "-""'I  in  a  memoir  bv  Dr.  W. 

.  loiuailay.  director  of  the  New  Vork 
/"ologiial   I'ai-k.i 

lis  former  range  iu  N-„rth  America 
a.  .onliug  lo  ||„r„a,l,iy.  was  as  follows: 
•■.Starting  almost  at  tide-water  on  the 

■)""' "I''-   it   cMended   westward 

lliroiigli  u  vast  tract  of  dense  forest, 
across  the  .Mleghany  Mountain  system 
to  the  [irairies  along  the  .Mississippi, 
and  sonthiiard  to  the  Delta  of  that 
great  stream.  Although  the  great 
plains  country  of  the  West  was  the 
natural  home  of  the  spc.cies,  where  it 
llourislied  most  abundantly,  it  also 
wandered  south  across  Texas  to  the 
liiirning  plains  of  northeastern  Mexico, 
westward  across  the  Hockv  .Mountains 
into  \ew  Sfexico.  ftah.  and  Idaho,  and 
northward  across  a  vast  treeless  waste 
to  the  bleak  and  inhospitable  shores  of 
the  Great  .Slave  Lake  itself."  The  vast 
herds  of  bison  .seemed  to  clothe  the 
prairies  in  a  coat  of  brown.  They  were 
as  thick  as  the  leaves  in  the  forest. 
These  immense  herds  greeted  the  ad- 
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11! . ;;°  ! ""  ' '"°'""'™  •«•"■"  I"'"""  in,,...„  .„  ,.p,di,  ,,,„  .i„.d,  n, 

'     ■'''  '"■  "'"■'*■  "'  ""■  ■ii'l'l""  ™nini»l«      It  I.  hnprd  that  now 

iimp-timti.jii  for  <  umnKTrUI  piirpMn*  may  Lo  InaiiKiiratrd 


iiiiiii!  KUunU  of  liviliziiliiin   iinil   lliiit 
liriMfss  wiwlled  their  cUmni. 

The  historv  of  tlir  liisori  i»  iiii  illu<- 
Inilion  on  tin-  liir>.'<.sl  ponsil.!,.  „.|,|e  of 
till'  hi^l.Tv  of  cviTy  spirio*  of  wild  iini- 
oml  wlifii  i.uiii  iiivmlcM  its  natural 
tiaiiiils  with  ail  unrfstraini'il  ilosiro  to 
kill.  Xo  |iiirl  of  our  » ilil  lifo  can  witli- 
stanil  llio  il'-lrurtive  intliit'ncf  of  man 
Miiiicl  uim  Mio'liTii  ii\\\\»:  thf  onlv 
salvation  for  any  spwic.s  is  tlio  rostrii'- 
lioji  hv  law  of  liio  number  that  may  be 
killed.  These  considerations,  however, 
liail  no  [mrt  in  the  early  days  with  the 

l>isoii.    It  was  faeeil  by  men  arr 1  wiili 

powerful  flreartus  wiio  killed  without 
any  rejjard  for  the  future,  and  there 
was  a  romplete  absenee  of  any  restric- 
tions on  the  part  of  nil  the  (fOvernjM.  iits 
con.erneil.  The  Indians  who  had  al- 
"ais  rcftarded  the  liison  a?  the  source  of 
their  meat  supply  had  tiieir  point  ot 
view  entirely  ehaiiKed  so  far  as  the 
nund)cr  of  animals  to  bo  killed  was  con- 
cerned. Their  passion  for  killinj;  was 
inllamcd  by  the  e.\amplc  of  the  white 
hunters  with  serious  economic  results 
when  their  .source  of  meat  was  wiped 
out. 


\ani.u-  melhoils  of  shluffbter  were 
f  Mowed.  The  extraordinary  stujiidity 
ot  the  animals  imitle  them  an  easy  prcv 
for  the  still-hunters.  .Still-huntilii,'  was 
conducted  on  business  lines  and  was 
liifthly  profitable  when  more  than  a 
huudreil  animals  ciuilil  be  killed  from 
one  stand  and  the  robes  were  worth  $V 
and  1^1  each.  The  practice  of  hunting 
on  horseback  [irovidt-d  an  e.xcitinj^  sport 
and    when    the    hniiicrs.    white,    hulf- 

br I.  and  Itulian,  went  out  in  armies 

the  results  were  disastrous  to  the  herds, 
particularly  as  the  cows  were  especially 
"ho.sen  owin;:  to  the  superior  value  of 
their  skins.  \  fanrrile  method  cm- 
ployed  by  the  Indians  was  that  of  im- 
poumlin^  or  ki.'linj;  the  animals  in  pens 
into  which  they  were  driven.  Tliis 
method  was  commonly  practiced  among 
the  riains-Crce  in  the  South  .Sa."kat- 
chewan  country.  The  terrible  scenes 
that  attended  these  wholesale  slaujih- 
Icrs  I  the  herds  are  beyond  dcscrijition. 
Other  methods  ot  slaughter  on  a  large 
scale  were  surrounding,  decoying,  ami 
driving  the  animals,  aiul  all  tended  to- 
ward the  same  end---coiiiplete  extcr- 
miiuilion  of  the  herds.    .\s  the  animals 


Tin:  I  i)\;i\ii  nn  h  ,,i  iiii:  nis'is 


'"'" ™«ni.  ilir  hnlM.i i.  nii.l  In 

iM«riH  vii.,1  with  ,1,,,  „| ||||,|,,.r^    ,1 

il.'.lrovi,,^  ll„,„i.  p„r  ,||„r,.  |,|,„„  ^.^,^^ 
>l..lrin,..l  than  iniil.l  |»),,il,|v  l„. 
iirili/r.l. 

"'"    ""■  '""I'l   < mi)r  cHnliru,.. 

Vi  Icilit'iT  .li,|  th,'  imiirii..  thiiiul.T  with 
III.'  .c.illicl  ,,r  |h„i]<HIMi«  .if  )rii|lr>(piliK 
l«"U-,  Till'  t-rnil  Ill-nil  won'  ilnv.'ii 
fii^lliiTiin.l  r,irlliiTuli,.lil.  Iii.li:iii<»li„ 
fiTiii.Tlv  ri.  rHy  cut  ,  .,1  llir  t.niK.,, .,  „f 
lli'ir  M.tirni.  if  111,.,  i,„,|,  „,,.  |,„r,  „; 
III'  iiimni.  lit  all,  niiw  iiiin.is't  ,|arvc.l 
f"i-  »arit  .If  f.Ki,i.  |„  \M'.  th,.  I'laiti.. 
1  r...    irilialiitiiiK    ll"'  .ountrv    ar.mri.l 

''"'     ' »"'"-     "f     111.'     •^.■.\|.[wll.. 

lliv.T  ,l,,.|.l,.,i  iliat  ,1,1  u.-.-.Mint  of  tli.i 
rnpi.i  .l.'-lru.li.iri  .,f  tin-  liisoii  liv  tlip 
»liil.'  rii.-ri  ati.l  lialt-lir,-.l»  tlin  w.iul.l 
n.it  iKTrnit  tli.-i,,  („  |,i„,t  i„  tlu.'ir  c.un- 
Iry  ur  trav,.|  tlir.iiif;li  it,  ,...,, .|,t  f.ir  the 
pur|Hi,i.  .,f  irailirii;  for  tlipir  .Iriivl  meat, 
I'ctntniiiui.  .ir  rolics. 

•  'allin'  IniK  j-in.n  Hirric  i.li.a  .it  th.. 
fri.iriiiiiiis  imiiiiIkts  of  bisiiii  thai  wit.- 
kill.-.l  ilurinjr  thi,  irrt  half  of  th,-  nini- 
lciiilli,.-ritury.  It,  INilV  he  stnli-.l  that 
l.lli.Diiil  I.I  i'lHi.iiiH,  rub,.,  „-,.re  marMi-.l 
aiiiiiially,  whii-h  m.-aiil  a  .laiicliter  .if 


<  ......ric"    rata..,    /;.,., 


../  th,-  .v„ 


•'■"""• ■   l"'il"i|i.   ;l. ..am  |,j..i„, 

>"  Vi'"it   »ii.  th..  .I.,ini.  , iha,    li,, 

""'I''"' '  ll»ir  '■M.riiiiriati.in  wiihm 

'  'I  "r  tin  i-ar-,  l-'r,-iii.,iit  al»iu>  il,.- 
•am.'  liiiii'  1..I  iH.ri-  »iin,-„  |.,  ||,„  „.,. 
|iallilH.  li.-tra.ti.iii. 

■'■'"■'' I.  kiii'Mw n.k  »li..„  till. 

inK-tiiiaiif  f|„.  I  ,i,„„  I'a.-iii,.  |(„j|. 

«in     uas    l,.^,,|„    at    lltriaha    in    ISilil 

'■'■'■ "    '"    III'-    ii'lvent    ,if    ||„,    tir.l 

trali.i.iiiliia-iiial  ,-ail«,iv  th.-  ilillk-ul- 
ti.'»    "f   iiiark.tiii);    th.-    ri.-.ult«    i.f   tlip 

-la.it'ht.-r  ..ri.-.l   a-,  a  mIikIiI  ,1 k  .in 

the  rat.-  .if  i-nl.-niiinati.in  f.ir.  althi,ii>;h 

'11"  l'i»..in«T.- la-iiif  kill.-.l  .Hit  at  a  rate 
fr.ally  in  .-m-,-.,  ..f  iin-.r  i,„iaral  in- 
.ri-a».'.  thry  wiinl.l  l,av..  ,.-,i,t.-.l  f.,r 
M.lni'  M-nr«  l..ng.-r  than  Ih.-  .-..niing  of 

11''  '■"ill I»  uii'l  a.i.lili.inal  >«ann«  nf 

-ilii;.-  liiMiti-rs  r.-i  ii-ri-.i  |i.,»,il,|p.  Thi» 
railr.ia.l  .livi,i,-.l  th,  .,ri^.i„al  t-n-at  body 
"I  lii'oli  mt.i  s.-ithi-rn  an. I  northern 
lier.l..  That  was  th.-  lie^inniiiK  of  the 
.'■1.1.  Ai  "Ut'lilhe  ranp.  of  the  ii.-rth- 
.rii  h.-r.l  was  .:li.iiit  twi.e  a»  exte-isiv.- 
11-  that  .if  the  ...iiithi-rn,  the  latter  ..iii- 
'ain.-.l  pnihaM-  twiee  as  many  hison. 
ir.irna.lay  e,,,inati'»  that  in  18:  '  the 
-.inth.-rii  li.-r.l  .•.aitaineil  :!.(««i.oii.  a,,, 
iiials.  alth.aij;h  nmst  eslimat.-s  _  m-  .i 
liit'li  -r  t.ital  than  this. 


/■An.ujiroiih  hy  c.   Gordon  Utieitt 

em-lmiir.-  miiRt  b^  given  genuine 

ri.-pn   Kirnndu  uf  gulvuni/.-J   Hteel 

,  •■'"'.-'    "ide   of   the    tenre    a    Blrip 

g..ora  .n.i   .imil.r  g„„j.  .„i„.t  p,.i,i,  »„.  .„  „; 

».  ,.     I    u       '""""  "'"IJ   ">«  liundred  mile,  il,r. 
neatly  broken  up 


-  d(  I 


I«ent)flve  fe«  wme  is  kept  [ilowt^  h» 
■<rM«  the  preKe.re.  A  on^  Imr.^  i^nm 
Jit*ps  tlie  guard  »lrips  |,(.| 


:li  rough  oil  I  the  jti 
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iiili 


s.\rri!.\!.  msTonr 


'Vhr    -lilll-htiT   ul"   till'    x.lldl.TII    hlT'l 

Ii'',l:;iii  in  is;i  jind  i-ivu'lit'd  iu  hei^jlit 
two  yi'iirs  later.  From  IStl  to  ]s;2 
(lie  wasti'fiilne>s  was  |irij(ii<,n,,u:i.  Tlie 
skin*  llial  were  niiirki'tPil  Unn'  n-)  in- 
<li(;iliiiti  of  tlio  fiinrnnnis  slaii;:lilt'r. 
Ill  t'fuir  sliort  vcars  tin-  jri'cal  simtliorn 
liiTiI  was  wipt'tl  out  ul'  (■.\istfiice,  ainl 
l.v   18:5   it   ceasr.I   U>  .'\ist. 

Ilv  tlio  lime  the  dc-i  nu'lioii  of  tlie 
imrtliern  Henl  l)ej:;iii  in  eann'si,  \hr 
Ittson  in  Camula  liad  alivii.ly  licinm,. 
V..TV -rarer.  Tlic  remiiaiii  -  of  nnr  fnT-nirr 
lienis  u.-ro  assi.lu.>u>ly  Imnt.'i!  Iiy  tli.- 
Iiiilians  aa  tliey  eeiistiliileii  tlu'ir  iriiiiri 
supply  of  foO(l.  As  Hnrnailay  slate-: 
'.  .  .  the  lionls  of  British  America  had 

hi'iMi  ul si  totally  extiTininated  I     the 

time  the  tinal  slaii;T:liter  of  oiir  nortlierii 
hiTiI  was  irianjinraled  hv  the  npcniiij: 
of  till-  Xorthcrn  Tai'lfie  [Jail way  in 
18Su.  'i'he  Canadian  ra.itje  Railway 
j>layed  no  ]nirt  wliale\er  in  the  exter- 
niinatii'M  of  the  Hison  in  the  liriti>]i 
|'u,>,.y>ini!s.  fur  thr*  evti'rniinalion  had 
;dn.ady    taken    phieu.     Tlu'  half-lireed- 

«'f     Manttolm.     the      I'hiins-Cr f 

tJii"Al.|>.'Me.  and  the  Blaekfeet  <.f  llie 
Sdiiili  Su>katchewan  (Miinlrv  swt-pt  hare 
!i.  yreat  helt  it(  eouiitry  -trelehinir  east 
;inil  west  lietween  the  Hoeky  Monnta.  - 
and  Manitoha.  The  Canwdian  Pacifie 
Railway  fonnd  only  lileaehin^^  hones  in 
the  country  thrfinfrli  wliieli  it  passed. 
'I'he  hiiltahi  had  disappeared  from  that 
erilire  rei/ion  heforc  18Ti*  and  left  tlie 
HIaekfeel  Indians  on  the  vertje  of 
starvation.  A  few  thousand  hnlfalnes 
stil!  remained  in  the  country  around 
the  headwaters  of  the  Hatlle  Hiv^r.  lie- 
tween the  Xortli  iind  Soutli  Saskat- 
chewan, Imt  they  were  surroundo*!  and 
attacked  from  all  siiies.  and  their  nuni- 
hers  iliniiTiislied  verv  rapidiv  until  all 
were  killed." 

The  main  part  of  the  norlliern  herd 
was  to  he  found  in  the  United  States. 
Here  the  Indians  of  the  noitiiwe.storn 
lei-ritnries  were  wajrinjr  a  relentles.s  war 
on  the  animals.  Hornaday  c<tmpiites 
that  tlie  numher  of  hison  slau;:htered 
annually  by  those  trihes  inn-t  liave  been 
ahuiit  3:5,000.    The  deslriutio;!  of  the 


Monhern  herd  hcMan  in  earnest  in  18:r, 
and  lieeaiue  \ini\ei-al  over  the  entire 
raiij^e  four  years  later.  By  thia  time 
the  annual  export  nf  rolie-i  fnun  tlio 
I'utl'al'i  eountry  Iiad  dimini-hed  three 
fourths.  The  eon-trueijun  of  tlic 
\o  ihern  l'a<'iJie  liailwny  Iia>tened  ilie 
cxicrmination  of  the  herd.  White  and 
Indian  hunters  killed  so  lonj;  as  there 
were  l.uiraloes  |o  kill.  The  huntinj,' 
-ca>on  which  he;.'an  in  ISS-,*  and  ended 
in  Fehruary.  lSH:i.  completed  tlie  an- 
nihilation of  the  ;.'reat  northern  herd 
and  only  a  few  thousand  liead  were  left, 
liviiken  into  i-tra;;plinn;  hand:*.  The  hist 
shi]uniiit  of  nihes  was  sent  out  from 
the  l)ak<»ta  Territory  in  1SS4.  In  18Hi», 
ll'iriiaday,  on  the  basis  of  all  available 
data,  estimated  that  the  number  of  buf- 
falo running'  wild  ...jd  unprotected  was 
'•'■i'y  animals !  Was  the  destruction  of  an 
anitnal  ever  '.  completely  brouL'ht 
iilioui''  It  furm-hes  what  is  nndiudit- 
edly  the  most  striking  and  appalling' 
e\ample  of  the  fate  of  an  animal  o\i>t- 
iujf  in  apparently  inexhaustible  num- 
Iters,  when  left  exposed  to  unrestrieted 
shiu;fhler,  and  sliould  bo  a  serious  ku- 
sori  to  tlie  people  of  this  eontinent  and 
of  the  world  for  all  time.  That  in  the 
face  of  advancing  civilization  the  buf- 
falo had  to  no  was  inovitablo.  It  oc- 
cupied lands  tluit  were  to  furnish 
homes  ami  occupation  for  millions 
of  immijrrants  and  tliat  now  produce 
so  lar^fc  a  part  of  the  world's  staple 
crop. 

Time,  however,  will  not  efface  the 
traces  of  the  bisons*  occupation  of  tlie 
eoutinent.  They  blazed  the  trails  that 
later  l)ecaine  important  hijrhways.  As 
A.  B.  llulbert  in  his  Historic  High- 
irni/s  „f  Anirririi  has  pointed  out.  the 
bison  silci-tcd  the  route  through  the  Al- 
lej,dianies  by  which  the  white  man  en- 
tered and  took  possession  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Valley,  They  found  the  best 
routes  across  the  continent  and  "human 
intercourse  will  move  constantly  on 
jiatiis  first  marked  by  the  buffalo,"  It 
is  interesting  that  the  bison  found  the 
strategic  passageways  through  the 
mountains:  it  is  also  interesting  that 
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tlicv  iiiiirktvi  out  till'  MH'-t  pniclicjil 
piillis  Iwtwci'ii  ilu'  liL'iiiU  of  our  rivers. 
I'iitiis  that  iiio  iloM'ly  full, .well  totlav 
hy  tlio  I'cniisyKiinia.  Jlaltiinnro  uml 
Ohi...  ('lif^ajifako  nn.I  (Hiio.  Wal.a^Ii. 
Hill]  Mili.T  ;rivai  railruail-. 

Kilt  tlit-ro  caiiiG  iinally  a  lirii:htt'r 
pirinil  in  \]w.  liistory  of  tlio  liisoii  in 
Anicriia.  In  ISSn!  when  llicy  luiil 
ri-arlie.l  tli.'ir  lowest  l.'v.'l,  tli.-n"'  wi-n- 
nnly  ■.'."iii  Imtl'nln  in  captivity,  '.'(in  prn- 
tci-tr.l  l.y  tile  rniti-.l  Stat't's  tiov.Tti- 
TiH'iit  ill  ilic  Yfllowstonc  I'ark,  ami  it-'J.') 
I'liniiiii^''  wild.  Ill'  which  minilit'r  "i."!! 
WiTf  fstiiiialcl  ID  he  in  ihc  Alhahaskil 
rc.ninii  nf  tli'-  ('anadian  \urlhw.-t  'W'V- 
rit..ri.-v:  ihc  wh-ili-  l,i-Mi]   pn|.iil;ili..ii  jit 

tlial    ti wa^    •'>lirii:)lcil    tn    I..'    liiM] 

lirail.  All  allfiiipr  WiH  imw  maili'  in 
ihf  riiitc]  Stales  In  |.n  'ct  the  ivni- 
nant  an.l  hy  IlXi.l.  a.cdr.liii^'  m  ilw  ,i.n- 
sii>  iif  the  .\iiierinin  l!isiin  Society,  tliey 
liail  inrreasM  to  i;.".;l  Iieail.  These  were 
cliietly  eonfinei]  in  tlie  national  reserva- 
tions and  parks  of  the  t'nite.l  States 
<Mivernnient :  some  were  owiietl  hy  ]>?!- 
vale  iinliviiiiials.  'I'lie  Iar;:est  private 
owner  appears  to  liave  hei'n  Mieluiel 
I'ahlo.  of  Montana,  who  had  a  herd  of 
ahoiit  ;iit>  animals  in  liHiC.  iho  value  of 
which  he  fully  appreciated. 

In  1!K)7  the  Canadian  Governinent 
learned  that  the  Pahlo  herd  was  for 
sale  and   with  coniniendahle  foresijrbt 


piinha-c,!  it.  reali/.iiij,'  tlie  iinportan-'C 
'<{  ac.piii'iii;:  -o  Viillialile  a  herd  of  wiiat 
had  I'nnncrly  hecii  the  iim-t  ahiindant 
o]'  liiir  lariTf  nalive  niaimnals.  For  its 
rccc|iiion  and  niainteiiiuice  a  special  na- 
lii.na!  park  was  otaMished  at  Wain- 
\n'iLrlit  in  .Mherta.  Tliis  reservation 
coM'i>  an  area  of  ahont  ItiO  square 
miles,  the  wliole  of  which  is  enelnsed 
111   ;l   -pcciril   wire   fence  ahont   M  lliih'? 

ill  leiiirth.  diid'rin;:  hy  the  ahundance 
of  .dd  lii-on  wallows  it  evidently  formed 
a  favoriii'  jilai'e  for  hi.-on  in  years  ^'one 
hy.  S,'\eial  lakes,  the  lar^'est  of  which 
i-  .laniic.-tui  Lake,  ahout  seven  niilos 
Ii'Iil:.  pi'M\idc  an  ample  Wiiler  -^ii[iply. 
Tin*  dillleultics  involved  in  the  cajiture 
of  the  Pahlo  herd  of  l)ison  and  the 
f raMspi>il;iiion  of  the  aniitialri  to  the 
liiillalo  I'iirk  at  Wainwrijrlit,  Alherta, 
can  lictier  he  iniaj:ined  than  des{-rihed. 
l''rom  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  the  last 
animals  in  IStOll  tliey  have  incrf-ased 
>teadily  eaeli  year  until  in  lltIS  thi'v 
iiiiml)ercd  3T1 1  head,  or  more  than 
three  time-  the  total  numher  i>f  hison 
known  to  he  livinjr  in  Xorth  America 
in  ISSli. 

The  I'nited  States  Croveriuncnt  also 
took  steps  to  protect  and  in<-rease  the 
hi-rds  of  hison  remaininjr.  A  national 
hison  ranjro  was  estahlishod  in  Mon- 
tana: and  in  the  YeUowstone  Xational 
Park   and   other  national   reservation? 


Indian  liunltTs  under  cover  of  wnlf  Bkins  aii|.ro!Uliina  n  herd.      From  n  ski'tH,  by  GfOrRe  Catlin 
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tl»'  l)isnii  ttiTe  carefully  prntccti'd. 
ttitn  Miri<'shful  rppiilts. 

Tlifrr  lire  now  oi<:ht  herds  iiroleitod 
liv  the  I'nitcd  Stnjfs  (lovcrnmcnt  <nni- 
prisinj:  nli-ti:i>tlicr  SiU  nninials.  Thf 
l;ir^'fst  niiminT  is  contiiiiu'd  in  tlic  Vel- 
]n\v,«toTii'  XaiiuTud  Park.  Wvoiniiijr. 
M'licre  tin-re  were  en  Januarv  1.  l!'ll'. 
4-")T  aniiDids.  In  tlie  Montana  Xiitinnal 
Bison  Ifan^'e  tlieri-  were  'i\'l  animals 
on  the  same  date,  and  the  tliird  hir;re>t 
herd  Ip  to  be  found  in  the  WicJiila 
N'atinnal  Forest  and  flame  Iteserve  in 
Okhdiorna  where  there  are  ahout  lOO 
bison. 

The  total  niiinher  cf  eapti\e  liisuii  in 
the  United  Slates  in  Januarv,  HUM, 
aeeordin^'  to  a  statement  kimlly  fur- 
nished to  me  by  Mr.  M.  S.  Garretsnn, 
seeniary  of  tlie  Anierlean  liison  So- 
ciety, was  3048  head.  It  is  estinuUed 
that  there  are  also  ahnut  70  wild  lii.son. 
making'  a  total  of  about  ^illS  bison  in 
tiie  t'liitcd  States. 

Jn  Canada  tlie  Canadian  CJoxeni- 
mont  lias  hison  in  three  of  the  naiional 
parks.  In  1918  the  numbers  of  bison 
in  tliese  reservations  were  as  follows: 
iti  HulValo  National  I'ark.  Waiiiwrif^ht, 
Alberta.  ;!.-)?()  animals;  in  Elk  I.sland 
I'ark,  Aliierta,  IH.'i:  and  in  the  Hoeky 
Mountains  Park.  BantT,  Alberta,  8; 
niakinjr  a  total  of  .-Jtll  head.  In  ad- 
dition it  is  estimated  that  there  are 
about  r)fi(»  wild  bison,  or  wood  bison, 
in  the  Athabaska  re^'ion  wlicre  thev  are 
now  pr«toeted.  Scattered  throughout 
the  I>oniinton  in  publie  and  ]irivate 
jiarks  there  are  aj)proxitiuitely  40  ad- 
ditional bison.  The  total  nund)er  of 
liison  in  Canada  at  the  beginninj^'  of 
1!)1!),  therefore,  was  ahout  4'^riO  ani- 
mals. 

From  the  above  estimates  it  will  be 
seen  that  we  luive  now  approximatelv 
•i^m  bison  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  as  compared  with  lOHl  in 
18S!t.  These  fifrnres  show  that  the 
liisoii  are  enming  back,  and  that  they 
are  doinjx  so  rapidly. 

The  rapid  increase  of  the  bison  in  our 
national  reservations  raises  the  ques- 
tion:   "Wliat  shall  we  do  with  our  fiir- 


plu>;'"  In  the  Buffalo  Park  at  Wain- 
wri>,dit,  .\lberta.  this  (pit-stinn  is  bocom- 
inj.'a  stTiousoneas  tliey  will  .soon  oeeiipy 
as  much  ran<ie  as  is  capable  of  sustain- 
in;.'  tiu'ni.  The  natural  answer  to  this 
(jueftion  is  lu  create  additi<inal  reserva- 
tions, which  poliiy  undoubtedly  will  bo 
folli;wed.  jiarlicularly  in  the  United 
Stales  where  niueh  additional  ran<;e 
-uitable  f.  r  bisou  but  less  suitable  for 
a^rriculiural  purpn>c-  is  availal)le.  In 
addition  pro\ision  is  being  made  for 
the  donation  of  sur]ilii>  animals  to 
municipalities,  jiublie  organizations, 
and  institutions.  But  cannot  we  go  a 
step  farther  and  consider  the  desir- 
abiliiy  of  lOicouraging  farmers  to  pur- 
chase surplus  nninials  from  the  gov- 
ernmetit  and  lo  maintain  them?  .\tty- 
oiie  who  bas  vi>ite<l  ilie  bison  in  our 
national  resi-rvaiions  will  agree  tliat  if 
they  Were  maintained  in  a  semidomesti- 
cated  state  they  could  be  treated  in 
tile  same  manner  as  range  cattle,  pro- 
vided they  were  enclosed.  The  cost  of 
building  suitable  fencing  migtit  prove 
ati  obstarle  in  numy  cases,  but  it  should 
Tiot  prove  insuperaltle  in  view  of  the 
high  ])rice  of  beef.  As  a  beef  animal 
the  value  of  the  bison  is  well  worth  the 
careful  consideration  of  our  agricultural 
authorities.  In  addition  it  provides  a 
robe  of  proven  value  in  more  northerly 
states  and  j)rovinees.  Not  the  least  of 
the  advantages  of  the  bisiui  over  domes- 
tic catth'  is  their  ability  to  "rustle"' 
for  themxdves  in  winter  and  under 
clinuitic  conditions  which  prove  a  hard- 
ship to  our  introduced  cattle. 

'J'he  proposal  to  utilize  the  hison  in 
tbo  manner  suggested  may  appear  im- 
]U'aciical]lt'.  liut  how  many  of  our  ideas 
as  to  what  was  possible  and  what  was 
impossible  have,  in  the  C(mrse  of  time, 
proved  unfounded?  The  future  ahme 
will  show.  In  the  meantime  all  who 
are  interested  in  the  conservation  of  our 
wild  life  will  be  encouraged  to  further 
etforts  tiy  the  story  of  the  maimer  in 
which  the  bison  was  rescued  from  the 
fate  which  has  Wfallm  less  magnificent 
members  of  the  world's  mammalian 
fauna. 


Iini'iiiitKlitikc    l>i>uii    HiiK   the    whulpfali 

anil  itilinr  l[i<ll>iti  triW-  of  ilif  Xorihwf-t.  ..  - 

childrt-n,   lo  he   in   at   tJip  ilputh.      Tlic  pounil   was 

the  bison  nmlil  jiiini"  l>ut  whi.h  wui.  too  liigh  for 

eml  mil.-N  mil   jiiio  Uie  |ilBin   wu«  <'oiHtrui-toil   by   mvunK   of  Ijiim-Pn 

lined   up   fifty   tfet   apart.      Hehini]   tlicse   ■(Jfnd   mfn"   the   IndlanH 

Bhowi>d   xiKiiK   of   dfpHrtinK   from   tli«   traik.      After   the   bixon   liud 


mnd  to  hlii.v  th<>  frixhl  maddpni'd  aniiniilH 
hundri'd  miKlil  im  killi^l  hj-  this  rnHhod  in 
graph)   in  Hind'«  Sarralirr  of  thf  ianailinn 


<i    ttiuleful    luMliwl  of  killinic  employed  tij-  the  ANxiniboin.   Plains  <'r<'«- 

Diflliud    wliith   allov-fd   all  metDbent  of  the   tribe,    pven   the   women    and 

onxtrui-led  of  logs  and  itii  gate  plarcd  under  a  ledge  down  wliich 

.!._      ._    .jj^jj  iigHin.     From  thin  (cait-  a  fan  Hhaped  runway  nev 

rHnchi'i  and  )iiiiilie<i.  known  an  "dead  mt'n," 

nd    frigbtrned    bark   the    herd    whenevir    It 

Inrnpeded    into  the  pt'n    the   tribe   gathered 


'iiirb  I'harged 
a  Hlngle  forav. 
/{•■d  IlufT  Ex, 


about  i-ruHhing  and  torn 
ithiKiration  is  from  a  ni 
Kxv.lition  nf  JN.i: 


J 


•■Tl.r  Still  Hunt,-  from 
I'omJiiit  of  (he  rnilroads  throi 
hunt'  beRHn.     Other  method^ 

to  realize  on   peltH   worth   but  from  65  cents   to  »4   a  piece.      The   nill    huL.. 
hundred   to  two   hundred   and   fifty   yards   and   proceeded   with  great  di'libert 
Ktumiieding  them.      Their   lender,   usually   the   oldest   eow.   wais  (Irst  disposed 
'*?'-'""'^   '^">'  '""ilviduul  iif  the  herd  which  attempted  to  lend  ofT  the  othei 
rifli-.      The  target  on   a   bison   is   about  a  foot   in   diameter  but  even   with   a  i 
power  rifle,   the  professionul   hunters   were  usuallv   sueh   pnor   shota   thai   the.    i 
every   three   hits,    the   other   two   bullets   tnflirting   broken   legs  and  collar  bonei. 
fired  and  with  good  luck  n  hiinilred  bison  killed  from  one  ■stJind"  »o  thai  one 
one  lo  tliree  thou'<iind  lieod   ii  seuvnn 


ing   in   the   NniionJil   Museinn,    Uii>hin«ton.    bv    .1.    H.    Moser.    inMrt-With   the 

Wcsi   and   an   increa'<ed   demand    for   buffalo   rol«'s.    tlif   hiitcherv   of   the    "utill 

00  ("low   for_  the   commernal  hunter   who  mu>,|   kill   hundred!!  of  Won   in  order 

approached    the   herd   to   within    one 

in  to  shoot  (town  the  animala  without 

.   and  then  the  others  xluughtered   one 

was   promptly  stopiied    bv    the    hidden 

,rk  of  that  r\te  and  employing  a  high 

scored   only    one   death    out   of    about 

two  shotti  a  minute  coiilri  be 

vas  able  to  account  for  from 
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